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The National Council of Architect Registration Board says there
are about 1,528 licensed architects in Wisconsin. Of those,
11 are Black — just 0.71%. Several projects around the state
aim to change that. We have a state chapter of the National
Organization of Minority Architects and the Hip Hop Architecture
Camp. Additionally, several significant projects around the state
led by Black business leaders who have hired firms owned by or
led by Black architects to be part of their project.

To celebrate Black History Month, National Guardian Life
Insurance Company has sponsored this three-part series,
highlighting some of those architects, aspiring architects and
designers literally building Wisconsin.

AlA: American Institute of Architects
FAIA: Fellow, American Institute of Architects
NOMA: National Organization of Minority Architects

Anina Mbilinyi, AIA, NOMA, is a licensed architect and a Lead/Senior Project
Architect with Flad Architects in Madison. She has over 25 years of experience
working on complex buildings that function to save lives across the world. The
experience includes research labs, medical manufacturing facilities, hospitals,
~ and higher education teaching facilities for renowned engineers, chemists
and physicists. Anina is also a champion of sustainability who is passionate
about environmental justice and social equity. Anina supports her community
i by volunteering including co-chairing the Wisconsin DEI Challenge, an effort
of the Wisco NOMA and AIA Wisconsin effort based on the Wisconsin
Culture. She earned a bachelor’s degree in mathematics and studio art from
i Macalester College and a master’s degree in urban design and architecture
' from UW-Milwaukee.
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